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to be closed. He expressed his 'pain and indignation,
that a cross had been raised in the Holy City which was
not the Cross of Christ.' A year later, in Berlin, the
Slovak Premier greeted the greatest enemy of his Church
with outstretched arms. On March 24th, 1939, Tiso
declared that Slovakia, which has a total population of
2,500,000 and a Jewish minority of 50,000, must fight
its Jews in the spheres of economics and culture. The
logic of this is incomprehensible for it is difficult to see
how 50,000 people can threaten the independence of a
nation of two and a half million. When Tiso was asked
by an English journalist why he would grant the Jews
"no rights, whilst the Germans, who are 12,000 in all, were
to enjoy full rights and even a ministerial department of
their own, he replied that in the elections the Jews had
never formed a Party of their own. The truth, however,
is that the Jewish Party in Bratislava had been dissolved
and a large number of local Jewish politicians arrested.
Slovakia was the first country where the Jewish problem
was to be solved in a radical German manner, the first
country, with the exception of Rumania during Goga's
tenure of office, which announced that it intended to
introduce the Nuremberg laws. Slovakia was the first
country after Germany, Austria and Italy to establish
concentration-camps. It began a systematic persecution
of the Jews that omitted no brutality. The Slovak govern-
ment consists of pious Catholics, personal friends of the
late Father Hlinka who never hesitated to give vent to
his anti-Semitic convictions. The warlike Father hated'
both the Czechs and die Jews.